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(An Essay delivered before the Mutual Improvement Association of the Glas- 
; gow Mutual Improvement Class, Nov. 15, 1885.) 


Ms are often confronted in the pub- 
lic press, and by unthinking and igno- 
rant opponents, with the statements 
that “Mormonism” is the arch enemy 
of all progress, and finds its converts 
where ignorance is the most profound; 
and that its Priesthood and doctrines 
are opposed to the intellectual ad- 
vancement of our people. : 

But you know, brethren, how utter- 
ly false such statements are, and that 
ignorance is the very antipodes to the 
genius of our holy religion. With 
all thy getting, get koowledge,” has 
ever been the burden of the teachings 
of the Priesthood to us, and from the 
very incipiency «of its restoration it 
has sought. to impress upon us that 
thé extent even of our salvation de- 
pends upon our acquiring knowledge 
and making a proper use of it; and 
as if such teachings were not a suffi- 


cient spur to urge us into action in 
this respect, we are distinctly told by 


* 


the Lord, through the Prophet Joseph, 
that it is impossible for a man to be 
saved in ignorance (Doc. and Cov. 
sec. 131), and all this is emphasize 

by the additional stimulus and en- 


couragement that whatever prinei- 


ples of intelligence we attain unto in 
this life, will rise with us in the resur- 
rection, and if a person gains more 
knowledge dnd intelligence in this 
life through his diligence and obedi- 
ence than another, he will have so 
much the advantage in the world to 
come (Doc. and Cov., sec. 130). Let 
me here ask what higher incentive 
than this could be given to any peo- 
ple to induce them to become profi- 
cient in all that ennobles and elevates 


man, and what could prove a greater 


stimulus to improve and develop the 
time, the talents, and the opportuni- 
ties at our disposal? = 

In June 1831, only a little more 
than a year after the organization of 
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the Church, W. W. Phelps was com- 
manded by the Lord to assist Oliver 
Cowdery in selecting, and writing 
books for schools in this Church, that 
little children also may receive in- 
struction before me as is pleasing unto 
me” (Doc. and Cov., sec. 55). In 
December 1832, the word of the Lord 
through Joseph Smith to the Church 
was, “Seek ye diligently and teach 
one another words of wisdom, seek 
learning even by study and by faith 
out of the best books” (Doc. and Cov., 
sec. 88). In the same revelation a 
commandment is given to organize a 


school of the Prophets, in which was 


delivered those inspired Lectures on 
Faith which form the opening chap- 
ters of the Book of Doctrine and Cov- 
enants. The Hebrew 1 was 
taught there by Professor Sexias, and 
the zeal and faith of the Elders re- 
sulted in quite a number of them be- 
coming able proficients in this lan- 
It was here that Apostle 
rson Pratt qualified himself to show 
the errors of the marginal rendering 
of Leviticus xviii, 18, upon which Dr. 
J. P. Newman bas is arguments 
in their discussion of the question, 
„Does the Bible sanction Polygamy?’ 
Dr. Newman doubtless presumed on 
the ignorance of his opponent, but 
what must have been his surprise 
when in his rejoinders Orson Pratt 
roceeded to discuss the translation 
the Hebrew, and proved be- 
yond all controversy that the marginal 
rendering was incorrect, thus shatter- 
ing both the premises and conclusions 
_of Dr. Newman. | 


In addition to this, “ Mormonism,” | 


as it is called, takes a position on the 
educational question almost totally 
ignored by the rest of mankind— 
namely, that a Latter-day Saint's 
education does not mean exclusively, 
nor . that mental disci- 
pline which schools and colleges im- 


The development of the intel- | 


lect is but a single phase of the vast 


subject, and by no means the most 
1 t one, for useſul and valuable 


though it be as a branch of that edu- 


cation through which man is destined 


to progress, it is but of secondary im- 
other dep: 


ments of that vast 


ment by means of the entire har- 
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system of develop- | 


monious and persistent operation of 
which alone it is possible for man to 
attain unto that position which he is 
so eminently fitted to fill. For the 
human mind to become perfectly edu- 
cated, we hold as a people that it is 
suicidal to impart intellectual culti- 
vation to the utter neglect of that 
which is noblest in man—his moral 
and spiritual faculties. This course 


finds in the pages of biographical bis- 


tory a sad commentary in the 
wrecked lives of many learned and 
scholarly men, who were eminently 
fitted by genius and ability to become 
benefactors to the human race, but 
they lacked the stability of those fa- 
culties which are to man the engineer 
that keeps us from flying the track. 
In fact, an educated man devoid of 
moral — is just so much nearer 
to being a devil in his power to fur- 
ther the fell designs of Satan. 


That all human beings do not take 


this view of the matter we are well 
aware, but that our view is the cor- 
rect one, our religion and experience 
amply prove; and notwithstanding 
all that our enemies say to the con- 
trary, our history shows that we are 
doing our best to bring about this 
condition of things among ourselves. 
Our illiterac 


theme to the Gentile “Mormon”-eaters 


in America, but let us make some 


comparisons, and we will see what 
value to place upon their statements. 


They are usually very blatant in claim- 


ing their superiority over us in re- 
spect to education, but their supposed 
superiority has no foundation in fact, 
as the following excerpt from the Re- 
port of the Territorial School Super- 
intendent of Utah for the year 1881 
clearly shows: 
Dnited States. Utah. 


Total population... 50,155,783 143,96 
of age who can⸗- 
not read. 4,923,451 4,851 
Percentage who 
read, 10 
3.37 
9. 
te 6,299,958 
who cannot writ 
Percentage who ony 
cannot write, 10 | 
years and up- 
It appears by this that our illiteracy 


has been a fruitful 
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is very much less than that of the 
United States, and it. is very much 
less than that of many of the oldest 
and wealthiest States in the Union. 
In 1877, when the school population 
of Utah numbered 30,792, there was 
invested in school property in the 
Territory the creditable sum of 3568, 
984, being about eighteen and one- 
half dollars per head for the school 
population. (See “Utah and her 
People, by a Gentile, page 25.) This 
exhibit is all the more remarkable, as 
showing the sturdy independence and 
creditable zeal of our people, when 
we remember the fact that while mil- 
lions of dollars were appropriated by 
the General Government for educa- 
tional purposes and received by the 
several States, Utah, as a Territory, 
has not received any aid, not even 
from her so-called regenerators. 
| All the higher branches of educa- 

cation are amply provided for in that 
excellent institution, the University 
in Salt Lake City, where a thorough 
course in the sciences and languages 
is given. We have also the B. V. 
Academy at 1 High School at 
Ogden, and the V. College at 
Logan. Besides these facilities there 
are the Sabbath Schools, our Youn 
Men's and Young Women’s Mutua 
Improvement Associations, all of 
which have rapidly increasing libra- 


ries attached to them, and the Primary | 


Associations for the children, and 
all this may be claimed as a re- 
-sult, though by no means the final 
result, of the enterprise and energy of 
a people whom our enemies declare 
ares “Mormons” only by reason of 
their ignorance. True, the proselytes 
to“ Mormonism” are mainly from the 
unlearned and poorer classes in this 
and other countries; but is this the 
fault of “Mormonism?” Is it not 
rather the fault of the systems, con- 
- ditions and surroundings which are 
the bane of those so-called Christian 
countries in which we are reared? It 
is also erroneous! 
those who are styled the educated 
classes reject “ Mormonism” 


their learned minds detect inconsist- 
ences in it, but there is nothing more 
remote from the truth. It is not be- 
cause the evidences of the divinity of 
_“ Mormonism” are so imperfect that | 


the Messiah 


‘subject. Is 
supposed that 
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they are not convincing to the educa- 
ted mind, nor is it because the philo- 
sophy of Mormonism” is absurd, nor 
because its spiritual truths fail to 
satisfy the longings of man's soul; 
but it is because “Mormonism” re- 
quires men to exercise faith in God, 
and to manifest that faith by their 


works of righteousness. It tells them 
of their sins, their covetousness, prid 


intemperance, anger, malice, lust an 
other kindred iniquities, and com- 
mands them to repent of all these, to 
become humble, obedient and prayer- 
ful, letting brotherly love and kind- 
ness fill their hearts continually; and 
besides all this, it requires them to 
make sacrifices, and pass through 
tribulations and persecutions which 
the pampered and indolent natures 
of the wealthy are little fitted to co 
with, and to remain firm and stead- 
fast through all the frowning vicissi- 
tudes that meet a despised and unpo- 
pulat people. The wealthy and edu- 
cated are, generally speaking, those of 
whom Paul said, my are lovers of 
leasure more than lovers of God, 
eady, highminded, and they delight 
in the form of godliness more than in 
the power; they love to be honored 


of men, and value too highly their 


good name and standing among their 
ellows to sacrifice them for the Gos- 
pel’ssake. Those same principles met 
the same reception when taught by 
imself. Who opposed 
those divine precepts, and clamored 
most and loudest for the blood of 
Jesus} The learned raobis, doctors 
and lawyers. It was by the poor that 
the Gospel was accepted then, and so 
it is now with a few honorable ex- 


ceptions. Jesus Christ thanked His 


Father that those things which He 
taught were hidden from the wise 


and the me and were revealed 


unto babes and the humble. 
And now to the other part of our 
Mormonism” opp 
to that which is true in science? 
inst the vain babblings of that 
which is falsely called science, and 
the danger of a too ready acceptance 
of all the theories and speculations of 
men, the youth of our people have 
been warned. But that they have 
ever been counseled or restricted from 


proving those speculations genuine or 
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52 
spurious is a palpable falsehood. What 
branch of science can Mormonism” 
be afraid of, that we need oppose it? 
And I cannot enter into de- 
tails, I will make bold to say that 
there is no truth that is antagonistic 
to, or that is not comprehended by 
Mormonism.” Whether it be dis- 
covered on the surface of the earth or 
in the starry vault of heaven, it never 
did and never will conflict with “Mor- 
monism.” 

Surely tis not the science of astro- 
nomy, of which Apostle Orson Pratt 
was such a distinguished student, nor 
of mathematics, in which he was 
equally well versed, and in which he 
made important and valuable dis- 
coveries. Nay, verily, for if we go to 
the revelations of God in this age, we 
find that the “ Mormon” people have 
exact and definite information upon a 
most important subject in the science 
of astronomy, upon which the learned 
world are still speculating and theo- 
rising— namely, that the stars are in- 
habited. 


In a vision given to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon, at 
Hiram, Portage r Ohio, Feb. 
14, 1832, a glimpse of the object and 
purpose of the creation of the worlds 
was given. They saw the Son, even 
Jesus Christ, on the right hand of the 
Father, and they heard the heavenly 
voice bearing record as the Only 
N of the Father saying, that by 
im and through Him and of Him 
the worlds are and were created, and 
the inhabitants thereof are tten 
sons and daughters unto In 
the Pearl of Great Price there is also 
an account of the word of the Lord 
to Moses, to Enoch, and to Abraham, 
revealing many things concerning the 
worlds and their creation. 
By these and other revelations we 
have learned that the starry worlds 


are framed as abodes for the offspring | 
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of the universal Father, in the various 


es of their progress towards the 
perfection of the Author of their be- 
ing, the Creator and Ruler of all. 
And, surely, it is not the science of 
archeology that is in opposition to 
** Mormonism,” for from every ancient 
mound that is opened, and every 
ruined city that is discovered, and 
temple that is explored in Central 
America, come additional and empha- 
tic testimony to the truth of the his- 
tory of the ancient inhabitants, as re- 
corded in the Book of Mormon. Tho 
Latter-day Saints may hail this sci- 
ence as their true friend, furnishing 
additional and important evidences 
every step it makes in the archzologi- 
cal researches of ancient America. 
But we must not forget, brethren, 
that many of the theories which are 
now considered as the profoundesi 
axioms of scientific research, may 
laughed at by future 1 as 
we have laughed at the follies and 


errors of the past, and when science 
is strip of its falsities, it will be 


found in perfect harmony with truths 
which we have y accepted, and 


which have placed us far ahead of 


the world in relation to science, for 


truth, whether revealed from heaven 
1 our Heavenly Father, or discover- 
ed by the researches of man, will of 
necessity be found to harmonize wit 


Be- | all other truth in the universe. 


We may at present be accounted 
heretics to the world’s accepted no- 
tions, in many of our principles which 
we believe and practice; but as it was 
30: Ae step, so to speak, from the 
darkness and ignorance of the past 
into the enlightenment and liberty of 
the present, so may the present prove 
to be but another step to that time 
when knowledge shall cover the earth 
as the waters cover the mighty deep; 
which may God hasten. Amen. 

DANIEL CONNELLY. 


CONFERENCE AND CHRISTMAS IN BERN. 
‘ 0 — é 


President D. H. Wells. 


Dear. Brother, Knowing the inter- | felt that a few words from t 
e work of | the vineyard would be appreciated by 


est you entertain towards 


d 
venly Fa 


over which our hea 


, and especially towards that part | you. | 
ther in His |” Our long anticipated Conference 


wisdom has called you to —.— 1 


is part of 
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Officers of the 


has taken place, and I believe, judg- 


ing from general remarks and feelings 
expressed by members who have been 
here for years and attended many 
such gatherings that it surpassed in 
numbers any Conference held since 
the establishment, of the mission here. 
On the afternoon of the second day 
the Emmenthaler Hof, the name of 
the hall in which the Conference was 
held, was so crowded that all avail- 
able space was occupied, while the 
28 leading to the hall was 

ed, and in a small antechamber 
opening into the aig they were 
standing on chairs and tables, eagerly 
directing eyes and ears to catch the 
words that fell from the speakers 
lips; and the most interesting point 
was that notwithstanding the uncom- 
fortable state of things occasioned b 
the lack of room, not the least dis- 
turbance or noise could be observed 
while the elder, called upon to speak, 
delivered a discourse occupying about 
an hour and fifteen minutes. ien 
and strangers gave the strictest and 
most undivided attention. When the 
Church were pre- 
sented at the beginning of the meet- 
ing a Unanimous vote was given for 
each member named, even those not 
of us joining with uplifted hands. 
The reports of the presidents of 
Branches, given at the first meetin 
showed that a good spirit prevail 
and that a „ growth in 8 
taking place. Special incentive 
been given to this influence by the 
example set by the elders laboring 
here at the present time; of the 21 
now on a mission here, I question 
if there is a single one who violates 
the Word of Wisdom. To my own 
personal knowledge the best of wines 
and liquors have been generously of- 
fered and even u upon elders 
when making calls, but in every in- 
stance they have been courteously 
clined, the refusal often, notwith- 
standing that it was given in the most 
— ul manner, creating an offense; 
still nothing could induce them to 
commit acts which they knew would 
prove an injury to their systems and 
weaken the virtuous resolutions 
their brethren, 

The instructions given by the twelve 
elders present were replete with 


‘specially noted, was 


one 


ion, prom y the spirit of the 
as was plainly indicated by the 

ex t attention which prevailed 
and the good feelings manifested after 
the meeting. The points touched 
in the main, the first principles 

of the K and exhortations to 
live ae and virtuous lives so as to 
avoid the terrible consequences of 
drunkenness and whoredom, the curses 
of the world at the present time. The 
singing for which the Swiss people are 
rticularly grand 
on this occasion, and the reluctance of 
the audience to leave at the close of 
the last meeting in consequence of 
ial contributions by the choir, 
wed how much the efforts of these 
sweet singers were appreciated. For 
at least one hour did the hall present 
a n of friends, chatting with 
each other, while others were eagerly 
listening to the sweet strains of music 
so feelingly expressed in our beautiful 


ds | songs of Zion, while others still were 


lin at the door, giving the fare- 
wel olen of brotherly and sisterly 
love. | 
As is usual at conferences held here, 
meeting is generally devoted to 
the bénefit of the Relief Society of 
Bern. The attendance, as at the other 
meetings was considering the 
time it was held, and the sisters spoke 
with an excellent spirit, bearing good, 
faithful testimonies. The reports 
showed that 160 francs had been ex- 
pended in various ways for the assist- 
ance of the poor and Their 
eating were reported to consist of 
three classes, viz., testimony meetings, 
Bible classes and workin meetings ; 
at the latter they knit various kinds of 
woolen wear, or from purchased mate- 
rial make shirts, chemises, aprons, 
—,, eta, all of which are cither 
sold, and the money given to the poor, 


de- | or else the articles themselves distrib- 


uted among them when needed. The 
meetings for this purpose occur 
monthly, and the sight of seeing so 
many busy hands providing coinfort 
for needy, is a scene that touches 
the tender chord of all who have a 


of | spark of humanity left in their bosoms 
towards their fellow beings. Sister 
eart and 

nor to pre- 


Friedly, a woman cf 
noble charactor, has the 
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side over this society; she is one of 


the many of God’s 
our church. | | 

One week afterwards, another con- 
ference was held at Winterthur, which 
like the former was 1 attended 
by friends and strangers, Here, how- 
ever, instead of continuing two days 
and holding six meetings as at the 
former, but one day was occupied, and 
but three meetings were held. All 
passed off pleasantly. and the instruc- 
tions and general spirit were but an 
echo of the first. Thus do our ene- 
mies aid us in spreading the truth of 
the Gospel ; a year ago the work ap- 
peared to be drawing to a close, no 
one seemed to exhibit any desire 
to hear the word of God from 
our elders, but now the report comes 
from all quarters that there is more 
of a 1 of inquiry at present than 
there has been for years in the past. 
More additions are also being made 
than there were at this time last year, 
and in every particular our prospects 
are brighter than when this unhallowed 
persecution commenced. Our enemies 
would do well if they would carry out 
the words of Gamaliel, for they are 
just as true to- day as they were, in the 
apostolic age. 

On Christmas we had a pleasant 
surprise prepared for our Sunday 
school here. The children ‘of the 
school had been invited by their su- 

rintendent A. Ramseyer, to meet 
in the evening, at 8 o'clock, at their 
usual place of gathering ; accordingly 
the entire school, numbering about 
35, were present. On assembling, they 
found a calico curtain stretched across 
the front part of the room, and many 
were the questions as to what was 
hidden behind that mysterious veil 
from their views. At a given signal, 
the lamps were turned down and the 
veil was taken from their eyes, and lo 
and behold a Christmas tree laden 
with sweetmeats, apples, nuts, etc., 
etc., burst under the brilliancy of 
about a hundred dancing jets of 


noble women. in 


glittering light upon their dazzled 


eyes, at the sight of which an exclam- 
ation of oh! oh! echoed from all 
parts of the room ; the dazzling light 
of the candles found its equal in the 
sparkling eyes of the little ones, and 
surely “joy reigned supreme.” After 


believing that through the 
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songs, recitations and speeches which 
were, however, now exceedingly tame 
as was naturally expected, the super- 
intendent commenced distributing 
prizes, about 40 francs’ worth of books, 
generously donated by President 
Schoenfeld, and consisting of Doc- 
trines and Covenants, Voices of 
Warning, Pearls of Great Price, 
Catechisms and Song-books, were 
distributed. This was followed by the 
president of the Relief Society distrib- 
uting stockings, shirts and aprons; 
next came the sweetmeats, apples, nuts, 
etc., each boy and girl receiving all 
that two pockets could hold, and the 
sight of seeing them march off with 
pockets stuffed full and each a parcel 
under his arm, together with hearts 
full of gratitude and eyes beamin 
with delight, was a sight that woul 
baffle the skill of the most accom- 
plished artist to reproduce. 

It appears that the spirit of cleans- 
ing, advocated at the last fall confer- 
ence in Logan, has been felt and 
carried out in our field of labor, this 
side of the ocean, refuting the lying 
charge preferred pen us by our en- 
emies that the Mormons fellowship 
crime. Asan example, the number 
cut off from the Church for wicked 
andunchristianlike conduct during the 
past year is 106. Thus while other 
churches scarcely ever think of deal- 
ing with crime, thereby retaining and 
fellowshipping it, the MormonChurch, 
believing the wordsof Paul that neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulter- 
ers, nor the workers of iniquity gener- 
ally shall inherit the kingdom of 


heaven. This church cleanses itself 


from such evil doers. Every apostate 
cut off from this church for his wick- 
edness is a living testimony that we 
do not fellowship crime; and what 
greater testimony can there be that 
we are a pure people than the fact that 
such persons are not permitted to re- 
tain their — — us in this 
Church. To counterbalance this amount 
of apostasy we have baptised 143; 
the number emigrated was 104; the 
total number of members in the church 
at the present time is 915. The mis- 
sionaries feel hopeful and cheerful, 
resent 


persecution in Utah, they will be able 


to do much more good than if it had 
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not been inaugurated. President 
Schoenfeld is also enjoying his labors 
notwithstanding the fact that his 


time has been extended beyond the | 


common missionary limit, and the 
brethren his colaborers all look upon 
him as a kind father to them in 4 
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strange land. 
remain, very respectfully, your 
brother in the covenant of peace and 
righteousness. 
Lovis F. Moncu, | 
Sec. of Swiss and Ger. Mission. 
Bern, Jan. 4th, 1886. 


THE JEWS AFTER THE DISPERSION. 
0 


AN assessment was made in 1286 
of the Jews in the three kingdoms of 
Sancho, the son of Alphonso X, two 
years after his accession. It 
that there were in Leon, Casti 
Murcia, 700,000 male Jews above 
the age of sixteen. The total num- 
ber, therefore, including women and 
children, must have exceeded two 
millions. The annual dues paid by 
them amounted to 2,310,021 marave- 
dis, nearly £100,000 of our money. 
In that century two Jewish impostors 
made their appearance and obtained 
great influence over their countrymen 
though the falsehoods they palmed o 
were different from those usually put 
forward by adventurers of their class. 
The first of them, one Zechariah, did 
not himself claim to be the Messiah 
‘but to have discovered a new mode of 
interpreting prophecy, which showed 

ayond dispute, that he was close at 
hand. A belief prevailed among the 
Jews, that if any man could attain to 
a correct pronunciation of the presum. 
ably ineffable name of God, he would 
thereby acquire all knowledge and all 
: bowery Zechariah professed to have 

ne this. and on that ground claimed 

to declare positively the day of the 
Messiah's The Jews—a 
large part of them, that is—credited 
his pretensions, and went on the ap- 
ointed day to their synagogue clothed 

in white to receive their deliverer. 
What became of the impostor does 
not seem to be recorded. The second 
pretender professed to have obtained 
a complete copy of the book Zohar, 


red 
tile, and | 


of which only fragments were known 
to exist. He was a Rabbi, named 
Moses de Leon, who being unable to 
support himself and his family by 
the income of his synagogue, devised 
this mode of raising money. It seems 
to have beena considerable time before 
it was discovered that the — — 
portions of the book were supplie 
from his own imagination. The cre- 
dulity of the Jews, in general so astute, 
on this and similar matters is ver 
surprising. In A. D. 1291, Jayme I 
succeeded to the throne of Arragon. 
He was as anxious as his predecessor 
had been for the conversion of the 
Jews, and issued several edicts with 
that design. He ordered that the 
Jews should attend the lectures de- 
livered by Dominican friars on the 
points of difference between the Jew- 
ish and Christian faith, and further, 
be required to answer, if they could, 
the arguments of their instructors. 
If they refused to attend; probably 
—-though this is not recorded—if they 
refused to embark in a controversy, 
in which success would be more dan- 
gerous to them than defeat, they were 
to suffer such corporal K as 
the friars should adjudge. This, how- 
ever, was all that was imposed. The 
young king refused to repeal the 
righteous and merciful laws of his 
great-grandfather and grandfather, 
and strict justice to the Jews re- 
mained the rule in Spain when the 
thirteenth century came to its close. 
—JSunday at Home. 


An idle word may be seemingly harmless im its utterance; but let it be fanned 
by passion, let it be fed with the fuel of misconception, of evil intention, of preju- 
dice, and it will soon grow into a sweeping fire that will melt the chains of human 
friendship, that will burn to ashes 


many cherished hopes, and blacken more fair names 


. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 1886. 


THE SUPPRESSION OF “MORMONISM.” | 

Unper the above caption the London Times, in its issue of the 11th inst., 
thus discusses the scope and prospects of the Bill recently introduced by 
Senator Edmunds in the United States Senate: | F 
_ “The Senate of the United States has passed a Mormons Suppression Bill 
by the decisive majority of 38 to 7 votes. The Bill places the entire property 
of the Mormon Church in the hands of trus who are to be nominated by 
the President of the United States; it forbids the practice of polygamy, and 
it takes away from the female population of Utah their right to vote. It 
was on this last clause of the Bill that the minority stood out. The rest of it 
would have passed unanimously. It is due, therefore, to the seven recalcitrant 
Senators that we should not put them down as supporters of the present con- 
stitution of the Church or as advocates of polygamous marriages. Their 
excuse for their opposition is that they are such unflinching friends to the 
principle of female franchise that they cannot bring themselves to say that 
even Mormon women are unfit to be trusted with the privileges of their sex. 
The Bill must come next before the House of Representatives, and if it is 
there approved, as it probably will be, and if it escapes the Presidential veto, 
as it certainly will, it will then become law. The next step will be to put the 
new law in force. This is by no means the first occasion on which ‘ 
lature of the United States has made an attack upon the Mormons. Bills 
have been again and again passed pronouncing against their peculiar practices. 
Various attempts have been made to bring the saints under the control of the 
civil power, but with incomplete result as yet. The saints have stood out 
d y, and have defied interference, at one time with passive persistence 
and at another with force of arms. It remains to be seen whether Senator 
Edmunds will have any better success than his predecessors have had in the 
long anti-Mormon cam When the President’s nominees come to be 
appointed they will be able to lay hands on the tangible property of the Mor- 
mon Church; they may assume the direction of ifs affairs, and may declare 
the authority of its patriarchs and apostles at an end. It will still rest with 
the Mormons as a body to — or refuse to recognise the new rulers 
thrust upon them. If they have the spirit of their early it will be no 
easy matter to put an end to their present corporate life. The Legislature 
may pass rules declaring polygamy unlawful, and making it penal in hat- 
ever degree it may determine. But if the saints choose to re-establish it 
under some new ti ep will tax the ingenuity of any censor morum to bri 
them within the mischief of the law. Free love, as it is termed, prevails 
flourishes outside Utah; and some fresh revelation, such as has always been 
forthcoming at need, may serve once again to transform and justify a practice 
which the general sense of the country abhors. All depends on the temper 
of the Mormons themselves. The best chance for the success of Senator 


Edmunds’s Bill is that it will find the Mormons in the position of a divided 


; 
‘ 
* 
8 
. 
‘ 7 
—— 
> 
* 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 57 


house. Polygamy, as a divine institution with special rewards attaching to it 
in another world, has already ceased to command the credence which was 
once given to it. There are strong 1 to be found among ys 
fessing Mormon saints, and it is not impossible that the whole body will be 
willing to accept a change which is the chief thing needful to bring them 
within the pale of civilized life. Whether their women will submit to be 
deprived of their franchise rights is a further question. We have instances, 
even in ¢his country, in which their representative champions have made 
bold endeavors to seize on what has never belonged to them. To have enjoyed 
the franchise, to have exercised it, and now to forfeit it, will be a severe trial 
to the more strong-minded of the sex.. But this is fortunately a matter about 
which the rule of law will be supreme. The ladies of Utah can present them- 
selves at the polling-booths, but when the officials in charge refuse to take 
their votes there will be nothing for it but to go home again * fret or 
declaim against the outrage to which they have been subjected. ey will 
have to reconsider their position in more ways than one, for when polygamy 
ceases to be in Utah there will be some troublesome questions to 
settled as to the domestic and social status of polygamous ex-wives.“ 

The news that the Times has received, in relation to the passage of the 
Edmunds Bill in the United States Senate, was received by cablegram, and 
therefore may not be correct in every particular, although probably true in 
the main. The success of the Bill in the Senate will be no matter of surprise. 
It would be difficult to imagine a bill against the Latter-day Saints so out- 
rageous in its provisions as to meet with defeat in the Senate. When the 
Bill comes before the House of Representatives, it will almost certainly meet 
with more opposition, but the Times may be right when it says it will pro- 
bably be approved by -that body, as also in the assertion that it will escape 
the Presidential veto. The majority of the members of the House of Repre- 
tatives are Democrats, and the provisions of the Bill are entirely opposed to 
the principles of their party, but the political backbone of the average con- 
gressman can assume a most remarkable degree of flexibility when operated 
upon by the demands of public opinion, which at present is inflamed by anti- 
“Mormons,” for the express purpose of obtaining the kind of legislation 
proposed by this Edmunds Bill. od, | 
The Times seems to fall into the common error of supposing that to tolerate 
polygamous marriages is to advocate them. If that be so, then the British 
government are advocates of polygamous marriages, for they tolerate them 
among many millions of their East Indian subjects. Is the Times so illogical 
and illiberal as to suppose that the only way for Senators to prove that they 
did not advocate polygamous marriages was by voting to rob and plunder 
and utterly break up a community in the manner this Bill proposes to do 
with the Latter-day Saints, because they believe that under certain circum- 
stances such marriages are proper? And it must be remembered that the 
alleged offense of the very large majority of the Latter-day Saints, by which 
this act of spoliation is excused, goes no further than this belief, as it is well 
known that the practice is limited to a small percentage of the believers. 
The Times would not dare to advocate the abridgment of the rights of a 
community of British subjects merely on account: of their religious belief, 
however obnoxious or ridiculous that belief might be to their fellow citizens. 
There is no doubt, however, that the view taken of this matter by the Times 
in confounding toleration with advocacy, is the great rod held by the anti- 


7 
0 4 


58 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“ Mormons” over the heads of Congressmen and was the cause of the unan- 
imity of the 3 Ot in voting for the Bill. Senators well know that if they 

say a word in defense of the constitutional rights of the “ Mormons,” they 
will be charged with being advocates of polygamy, and this is a charge that 
few public men dare to meet, no matter how falsely made. It seems that the 
seven, who are reported to have voted against the Bill, based their opposition 
on the principle of woman suffrage, and therefore the Times acquits them of 
the charge of advocating polygamous marriages. 

In this matter of Woman Suffrage,” anti- Mormons” have been very hard 
to please. Years ago the charge was made against us, that Mormon” women 
were oppressed and held in a state of abject slavery, and it was vehemently 
declared that if they were admitted to the franchise they would soon make 
an end of “Mormonism” and plural marriage. The Legislature of Utah 

granted this boon to the women of that Territory, not as a mere matter of 
compliance with the demands of our enemies, but as a just concession to a 
reasonable principle of Woman's Rights.” The consequence was ‘startling 
in the extreme to the anti-“ Mormons.” The wives, mothers, sisters and 
daughters of the Latter-day Saints voted with their husbands, fathers, bro- 
thers and sons, and their voting power was increased just that much. With 
the strange inconsistency which ever marks the opponents of truth, our 
enemies changed their base, and have ever since demanded the abolition of 
Woman Suffrage in Utah as vociferously as they before demanded its estab- 
lishment, and this new Edmunds Bill proposes to meet _— — in rg 
regard. . 

The Times also seems to confound free love with plural marriage, and die. 
cusses the latter as a species of the former, whereas if it took the trouble to 
examine the matter it would find there is nothing in common between them, 
and that they are in diametric opposition to each other. Another curious 
error made by our great contemporary is in its assertion that “some fresh 
revelation, such as has always been forthcoming at need, may serve once 
again to transfer and justify a practice,” etc. Can the Times point to any 
period in our history when revelations were thus conveniently forthcoming 
to mitigate the horrors of persecution, or to bring our doctrines and faith in 
agreement with the sentiments of our neighbors? It cannot do it. Appa- 
rently the great trouble to-day with the Latter-day Saints is that they are 
alike deaf to the demands and threats of their enemies or the kindly suggest- 
ions of their well-meaning but short sighted friends, who are asking us to be 
“like them.” A single surrender of principle to the demands of enemies or 
the blandishments of friends would be a fatal step in apostasy that every 
true Latter-day Saint looks upon as a far worse calamity than all the pains 
and penalties of a hundred Edmunds Bills, or the loss of life itself. Does not 
the Times itself bear unwitting testimony to this constancy and integrity of 
the Saints, when it speaks of their standing out “doggedly,” and also in its re- 
mark, “If they have the spirit of their early days it will be no omy matter 
to put an end to their present corporate life?” 

If the best chance for the success of the new Edmunds Bill is in finding 
the “ Mormons” in the position of a divided house, its chances are poor in- 
deed. The hope that disunion will effect the destruction of “ Mormonism” is 
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as fallacious as that it will be accomplished by hostile force. In days of trial 
the hearts of some have failed through fear and other causes, but the only 
consequence has been that such individuals instead of dividing the house have 
only placed themselves outside of it. Thus it will ever be. The Latter-day 


‘Saints were never more united than at present. Their faith was never 


stronger nor their hopes brighter. That some who have called themselves 
Latter-day Saints, but have bean destitute of the spirit of their religion, aro 
withdrawing themselzes from us is a sign of strength and not of weakness. 
Gideon’s army of three hundred was stronger. than when it numbered thirty- 
two thousand. 

If the ladies of Utah are deprived of their franchise they may protest 
against the outrage, but they will not fret. If they had “been disposed to 
fret at every manifestation of the hatred of their enemies, and at every stroke 
of persecution that has fallen upon them, they would have fretted themselves 
to deuth long ago. But there is one calamity foreshadowed by the Times for 
the ladies of Utah that they will never have to meet, and that is, “the do- 
mestic and social status of polygamous ex-wives,” “ when polygamy ceases to 
be recognized in Utah.” That time and condition will never be realized. 
Our enemies may continue to separate and imprisun husbands and wives; 
and the pains and penalties against those who have entered into the sacred 
relations of patriarchal marriage may be increased until the dread alternative 
of death, the final argument and limit of human tyranny, may confront the 
faithful husband; but even under these solemn circumstances, the true Lat- 
ter-day Saint, he who is faithful to that early spirit that the Times speaks of, 
will be prepared to say as did Bishop F. A. Brown to the Judge of the Firs: 
District Court of Utah, Before I will prove recreant to my wives and chil- 
dren, and betray my trust, I will suffer my head to be severed from my body.” 

Men talk glibly now, as they have talked for over half a century, of the 
suppression of “ Mormonism,” but they little comprehend the nature of the 


expression. If they would honestly examine and investigate that which they 


look upon as an evil that must be put down at any cost, they would learn it 
is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, restored to the earth with all its blessings and 
powers. This knowledge is within the reach of the great Times man, as it is 
of the humblest individual in the land. And this is the condemnation, that 
light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than vents 
because their deeds are evil.” | G. O 


— | 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

LANCASHIRE.— Writing from Barrow-in-Furness under date of December 
23, 1885, Elder D. P. Callister says: | 

“TI feel somewhat encouraged, as I am finding people that take some inter- 
est in reading our tracts. I am in hopes of seeing some good results from 
my labors in the future, by seeing some honest people come forth and em- 
brace the Gospel. The people seem to feel that there is something to be 
learned from the Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ after all, and I mean 
to keep the good spirit moving if possible. I think there are quite a number 
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who would join the Church, if it were not for public opinion. I am in hopes 
some will break the ice, and then others will take courage. I mest little if 
any Opposition in Dalton at present, and some in that place are very favor- 


able. Iam getting anxious for the warm weather to come again, so as to get 
out on the market places. I am afraid the people will forget the sound of 


my voice.” 


Arizona.—Apostle F. M. Lyman, in a recent letter, says: : 
The President of the United States, the Supreme Court and the whole 
nation seem turned against the Kingdom of God. I feel that the hotter 
the battle the sooner ended.’ The Presidency and Twelve are all cheerful 


and trusting in God. The Apaches have been killing and spreading terror 


in portions of Arizona, but chiefly along the Gila River. Two fine young 
men, sons of the late Jonathan C. Wright—Lorenzo and Seth—were slain by 
them on the Ist of December 1885, about twenty miles from Safford, one of 
our settlements on the Gila. Lorenzo was 31 years of age, and left a wife 
and three children. Seth was 20 years old, and left a wife and one child. 
They were promising, faithful men, 5 feet 10 inches high, and weighed 
190 Ibs. each. They were in our meeting the evening before they were 
killed. The Indians came within half a mile of where we were holding 
meeting, and cut horses loose from wagons to which they were tied. These 
brethren and some other parties were killed right in the road we traveled 
over from Snowflake, before and behind us, yet we passed along nate, 
turbed.” 


AusTRALIA—Writing to us from Melbourne, under date of N e 
30, 1885, Elder John L. Blyth says: 

“T am still laboring in Victoria, but thus far I have not been very success- 
ful in my labors. I have distributed a-great many tracts and books, sowing 
the Gospel seed as faithfully as I can. I have been kindly received by all 
my kindred and friends, and I have been enabled to warn the people and 
bear a faithful testimony to them. In my travels I have found three men 


who were formerly members of our Church and lived in Utah, but they have 


been drifting about in this colony for a number of years. 1 have prevailed 
upon them to be re-baptized and unite with me in disseminating the princi- 
ples of the Gospel. Oue of them claims to have been a missionary twelve or 
fifteen years ago, but failed to honor his calling, and was at last forbidden to 
preach by Elder Geddes, a missionary who was sent here about six or seven 
years ago, and since that time he has been sorely afflicted, and is now an in- 
mate of a charitable institution called the Dramatic Home, where we have 
held a little meeting every Sabbath for some time. I rented a hall in the 
city of Melbourne, but only held one meeting in it, for they would not rent it 
to me longer on any terms I could meet. But I do not feel discouraged. The 
Lord will yet open the way and incline the hearts of the honest to receive 
and obey the Gospel.” 


BRIORTON.— Elder J. S. H. Bodell thus writes to us from Brighton, 1 
under date of Jan. 1, 1886: 
LI am well in health and rejoicing in my ministerial labors, as one of the 
humble 3 of eternal truth. I am doing what I can for the spread 
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of the Gospel, and to disabuse the minds of the people of their former pre- 
judices against us. I have done a great deal lately in the way of distributing 
tracts. The papers are alive about the “ Mormons” now, and seem to have 
got fairly waked up, but it is the same old story over again. They have been 
telling falsehoods about us so long that they have almost run out of material, 
and they have to resort to some of the old stories told years ago. I have 

written another letter to-day to the Argus, in answer to a statement against 
us. I feel to be ever ready to give a helping hand in the work of our heavenly 
Father in whatever position I may be placed in. There never was a time 
when the Saints had more cause to rejoice than now. Some people down 
here have said to me: ‘ You don’t seem to be much alarmed about the United 
States army going up to Utah to destroy the Mormons,’ I tell them no, our 
trust is not in the mercy of men, but in the God of Israel who has said: 
Vengeance is mine, and I will repay.’ I look for the strings to be drawn 
tighter in Utah yet, and it must needs be to sever the wicked from the jus“. 
God has said that Zion will be purified, and He has chosen His own way of 
doing it.” 


CORRESPONDENCE 


INTERESTING EXPERIENCE OF AN | for the services was Sunday evening 
ELDER. : at 6 p.m. So about 4.30 a little 
Newbury, Berks, Jan. 14th, 1886. | party of the Saints of Swindon, eight 
Elder Geos Osmond. of us, started for Haydonwick. 
It is with pleasure that I embrace | Arriving rather early we were invited 
the opportunity of writing to you to to the house of a Mr. Peoples, who 
let you knowhow we are moving along | kindly entertained us till the time for 
in this part of the Lord's vineyard. | services. The time having arrived we 
During the Christmas holidays we had | walked over to the chapel, where we 
the pleasure of a visit from President | found the people already assembled. 
A. Jones, and while here he gave us | The chapel was nicely decorated, it be- 
much valuable instruction and kind | ing the first Sunday of the new year. 
advice, and we all enjoyed his visit | A good choir was present with a nice 
very much. Just previous to Christ- | cottage organ. I was invited into the 
mas I received through brother James | vestry at once, and after warming my 
Hays, of Swindon, Wilts, an invi- feet, I was soon ready for the pulpit. I 
tation to preach in the Congregational | foundthenumberof the hymns * 
Church of Haydonwick, a village on the pulpit marked out on a small 
some three miles distant from New | slip of a. I must say after giving 
Swindon, asking me to let them know | out the first hymn, while they were sing- 
as soon as 5 if I would come, ing, I felt- rather strange, this being 
and when. Now as we say here in| my first entrance into the pulpit in 
Wilts, this rather put me off my | my life; but I offered a silent prayer to 
chump. I thought it was too good an | God, asking Him to take away thefear 
offer though to refuse, but the idea of | of man and give me words to say to 
going into the pulpit rather upset me, | the people ; and I can truly say from 
ut I sat down and wrote to them that | that moment [ felt quite different. 
I would be there en Sunday, the 3rd | After offering prayer and during the 
of January. On Jan. Ist 1 started | singing of the second hymn I felt quite 
across the country, distant some thirty | composed. I now read them the 24th 
miles, for the house of brother James | chapter of Matthew for the lesson, 
Hays, of Swindon, arriving there | and the choir sang a very nice hymn. 
Saturday, the 2nd, the appointed time I now took my text from the lst chap. 
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of Galatians, the 8th to the 12th 
verses. Then for seventy minutes I 
gave them the good ol 
taught by our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, and by Him handed down to 
his apostles, with power to teach i 
and administer in its ordinances, an 
also the same as taught by Paul. They 
all paid great attention, and at the 
close of the services when I came out 
of the vestry many waited and shook 
hands with me, and the commiitee as 
well as many of the people gave me 
a cordial invitation to come again, 
They pressed me to promise to do so. 
I did and I expect to go again about 
the first Sunday in February. Some 
of the villagers came with lanterns 

uite two miles over the worst of 
the road home with us, and thus 
ended my first services as vicar of 
Haydonwick. 

e weather here has been quite 
cold of late, and we have had consid- 
erable snow. Many of the Saints are 
out of employment, and when men 
are out of employment in this land 
we know what follows. 

I find it very hard to get at the peo- 
ple ; they are in many cases so embit- 
tered against us, and many are per- 
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fectly indifferent about religion or their 


soul's salvation. They are too busy 
looking after the body and the com- 


forts of this world to think of the next. 


but I have good prospects, as soon as 
erates, of baptizing 
three, who have spoken to me. 
I see by the papers all is not peace 
at home yet, nor do I expect it just 
yet. They have determined within 
themselves to destroy us. Poor foolish 
men, they do not know the power they 
are seeking to destroy, but the true 
Latter-day Saint that has seen the 
glorious light, and lives in such a way 
that we have a right to the tree of life, 
can afford to wait and he will truly see 
the power of the Lord made manifest 
in behalf of His people; but the poor 
half-hearted one that has not made 
covenant with God in honesty at the 
waters of baptism, he it is that has 
cause to fear. I see no cause to fear 
anything, only Wm. Horsley. To 
keep him right side up is my earnest 
desire. 
Give my kind regards to President 
Wells, and all at 42. 
Vour sincere friend and brother in 
the Gospel, 
Wma. HoRsLEx. 


UTA 


NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 
U. S. Prosecuting Attorney Dickson has withdrawn his resignation. 
Weather mild, grass growing, and birds singing in Logan on the 30th ult. 
The Juvenile Instructor has completed the twentieth year of its existence. 
The Manti Sentinel says that out of twenty cases of diphtheria in Fountain 
Green, Sanpete County, nine have proved fatal. 59 755 


The weather in Bear Lake Valley at New Vear's was very fine and ‘spring- 
like, with very li:tle snow. This is quite unusual in that elevated and cold 
region, aud was much appreciated by the citizens. | 


As a proof of the mild weather prevailing in Salt Lake City at Christmas, 


it is said that in the garden of Elder John Reading there were a large num- 
ber of pansies, daisies and violets in full bloom, and as fragrant as though it 
were July. | J 
Much sympathy is felt for the family of Brother Joseph Matthews of the 
Nineteenth Ward. They had already lost five children by diphtheria, and 
recently the sixth child, a little boy of five years, fell a victim to the same 
disease. No other members of the family show any signs of the contagion. 
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John P. Porter, of Porterville, Morgan County, attended the District | 
Court at Ogden recently, as a witness in a sheep stealing case, and went 
raving mad after leaving the court room. It took three men to hold him 
while his hands and feet were — tied. The cause of his madness was un- 
known. 

At the Opera House, Logan, Cache Co., during a fancy dress ball on 
Christmas eve, a ladder was being dragged under a chandelier, when it struck 
two of the lamps, knocking them down. The consequence was a great blaze, 
and coats, cushions, etc., were used to smother out the flames, which was 
finally accomplished. 

On the morning that Mr. 133 was sentenced in the Third District 
Court, a well-known non-“ Mormon” attorney, who is a strong advocate of 
the enforcement of the Edmunds law, was asked by a spectator, “If I were 
arrested on any charge, do you think I could get a fair trial?” “ N o; you're 
a Mormon,” was the prompt reply. 

Joseph W. McMurrin, who was shot by Deputy Marshal Collin, has been 
removed from his home to some unknown place. His friends assert their 
belief that a charge of assault with intent to commit murder will be brought 
against him by unscrupulous anti-“ Mormons,” in pursuance of an infamous 
plan, and the history of the trials of Mormons” in the courts convinces 
them that it is useless to hope for justice. In his present condition proceed- 
ings of that nature would endanger his prospect of recovery more than his 
removal. As soon as he recovers he will return, and all the circumstances of 
the shooting will probably come to light. 

Mother Oakley, one of the-oldest and most honorable of the residents of 
Salt Lake City, died on the 26th ult., from pneumonia, superinduced by old 
age. She was born in Staten Island, New York, and was baptized in 1840. 
She went to Nauvoo with her husband and family in 1842, and passed 
through the persecutions in Illinois. She was in her 91st year when she 
died, and was a remarkably healthy woman all her life. During the last few 
years of her life her sight was renewed so that she could read without the aid 
of glasses. Her sense of hearing was also quickened, and she cut some new 
teeth, and seemed to enjoy a period of second youth. 

A girl by the name of Mary Wilson, about sixteen years of age, aud a resi- 
dent of the Eighteenth Ward of Salt Lake City, committed suicide by taking 
strychnine, on the 30th ult. Her mother had chided her for her desire to go 
to dances and keep late hours, and the girl left home ina passion, declaring 

that her mother would rue having scolded her. She afterwards purchased 
some stryclmine and took sufficient of it to cause her death. Her parents 
and friends are much distressed at her sad fate, and think that she took the 
poison more for the purpose of frightening her mother than with the intention 
of suicide, and that she was not acquainted with the strength of the drug. 
She was a native of eo and went to Utah with her parents between two 
and three years ago. * 

B. V. Hampton has been 3 3 Zane to one year's imprison- 
ment in the county jail for his successful efforts in exposing the sexual cor- 
ruptions of Federal officials. The detective means he adopted to discover 
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